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Abstract. This scientific article examines the importance of conversational skills 
in teaching a foreign language and the methods of its activation both in the 
classroom and beyond. The article provides an overview of theoretical 
approaches to conversational skill, as well as an analysis of various methods of 
its activation. The main focus is on practical methods and techniques that 
teachers can use to stimulate students' conversational skills. The article also 
presents the results of a study of the effectiveness of these methods. In 
conclusion, the importance of regular practice and continuous improvement for 
the successful development of conversational skills is emphasized. 
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Introduction 
Speaking skills is the ability of an individual to communicate effectively orally. 
This includes not only the ability to form verbal utterances, but also an 
understanding of how these utterances is perceived by others [1:40-41]. 
Conversation skill includes the following components: 

1. Phonetic skill: the ability to pronounce words and sounds correctly. 
2. Lexical skill: knowledge and use of appropriate vocabulary or 
words. 
3. Grammar skill: Using correct grammar when forming sentences. 
4. Semantic skill: the ability to understand and convey the meaning of 
words and sentences. 
5. Pragmatic skill: understanding and using language according to 
social norms and context. 

Speaking skill plays an important role in the educational context. It helps 
students participate in class discussions, express their thoughts and ideas, and 
interact with teachers and peers. This helps develop critical thinking and 
teamwork skills. In addition, good speaking skills can improve students' self-
confidence and help them adapt successfully to society [2:61-62]. 
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The purpose of this study is to examine how speaking skills are activated in and 
outside the classroom. This includes an analysis of current methods and 
strategies used to stimulate speaking skills, as well as research into the 
effectiveness of these methods. The aim is also to offer recommendations for 
teachers and educational institutions on how they can improve their approaches 
to activating speaking skills in students. 
Theoretical approaches to speaking skills 
In the theory of teaching foreign languages, there are several approaches to the 
development of speaking skills. One is the communicative approach, which 
emphasizes the use of language to communicate in real-life situations. Another 
approach is task-oriented, which focuses on completing specific tasks in a 
foreign language. 
There are various methods for activating speaking skills, including role-playing, 
discussions, presentations and debates. These methods allow students to 
practice speaking skills in a controlled but realistic environment. Methods based 
on the use of authentic materials such as videos, audio recordings and texts can 
also be effective. 
Modern pedagogical technologies involve changing the educational situation in 
such a way that the teacher from “indisputable authority” becomes an attentive 
and interested interlocutor and participant in the learning process. The 
communicative method, as one of the modern methods of teaching English, 
helps the teacher to be not only a carrier of information, but also an observer 
and consultant [3:11]. 
In the linguistic field, the goal of teaching a foreign language using the 
communicative method is to teach communication in a foreign language orally 
and in writing within the framework of a speech situation. 
As you know, the method of oral communication is speaking. The goal of 
teaching speaking at school is to develop students’ ability, in accordance with 
their real needs and interests, to carry out oral communication in a variety of 
situations. 
The teacher's task is to create conditions that would facilitate student 
communication. To do this, the teacher must take into account the specific 
features of this type of speech activity, such as: motivation, focus, activity, 
connection with the personality and mental activity of a person, heuristics, 
independence, pace and situationality. If there are goals and motives for 
communication, the characteristic features of the participants in 
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communication, their age, level of development, etc. are taken into account, 
then the act of communication within the framework of any speech situation 
will certainly take place. 
To create these conditions in the process of teaching English, I use activation 
techniques that take into account all of the above characteristics of oral speech 
activity. The advantages of these techniques are that students, actively 
participating in the learning process, begin to think about, remember, and use 
the language material they have learned. 
The best techniques for activating students’ oral speech, in my opinion, are 
techniques of person-to-person interaction, i.e., interactive techniques. The 
word “interactive” comes from the English word “interact”, which means 
“interact” - “mutual”, “act” - to act. These techniques involve interaction 
between subjects of the educational process at the “peer-to-peer” level, where 
the teacher and the lesson participant are part of the same team, they work to 
achieve the same goal. Interactive techniques help organize comfortable 
learning conditions in which all students actively interact with each other. Their 
use involves modeling life situations, role-playing games, and general resolution 
of issues based on an analysis of circumstances and situations [4:23-24]. 
The following are the techniques that I use to activate students in lessons to 
develop speaking skills. 
Role-playing games: This is one of the most effective ways to enhance 
conversational speech. Role-playing games can include real-life situations, which 
help children practice and apply language skills in context. 
Discussions and debates: Organizing discussions or debates on a topic of 
interest can encourage children to actively participate and express their 
thoughts and opinions. 
Use of authentic materials: Authentic materials such as videos, audio 
recordings, articles can be used to create interesting and realistic 
communication situations. 
Games in the classroom: Communication-based games such as “phone call,” 
“hot chair,” or “question and answer” can be a fun and effective way to 
stimulate conversational language. 
Project work: Working on projects in groups requires students to actively 
communicate and collaborate, which helps develop speaking skills. 
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Pair and group work: Working in pairs or groups allows students to practice 
speaking skills in a less formal setting and receive feedback from their peers 
[5:111]. 
The uses of dialogues are numerous, they are mainly used to provide speaking 
practice, but can also develop listening comprehension. Dialogues can be used 
to introduce and practice the function, structure of language or vocabulary, and 
to illustrate degrees of politeness, levels of formality, values and attitudes of the 
target culture. Dialogues are useful for listening to and practicing pronunciation, 
intonation, and other phonological functions. Like drills, they are usually 
materials for language practice. Dialogues can be combined with writing, and 
students create comics with pictures and pop-up dialog boxes to fill out. 
Longer dialogues can help stimulate problem solving and discussion of a topic 
(e.g., role-playing). Dialogues are like training wheels that carry students and 
through which students can carry on conversations with others. Dialogues give 
students the opportunity to practice speaking and introduce them to options for 
responding to various real-life scenarios they might encounter in foreign-
language countries without having to quickly come up with words themselves. 
The key to choosing the right speech strategy is planning the outcome of the 
dialogue. So, “speech strategy is the planning and implementation of the main 
tasks of speech influence in the direction desired for the speaker” [4:18]. 
Development and adaptation of standard dialogues. Standard printed dialogues 
can be found in many textbooks. However, it often happens that textbook 
dialogue is not suitable for some reason. For example, the expressions used are, 
for example, British and not what is heard in the teaching recording, the 
language used does not sound natural or authentic, or the dialogue contains too 
many complex structures or difficult words. You may decide to use a situation 
that is not in your textbook or tailor the dialogue to suit your students' needs 
and interests. In these cases, you should adapt or write your own dialogue. 
There are several methods for writing or adapting dialogue for students. 
1. Use as much “natural” language as possible. Including exclamations and 
expressions where appropriate. A strict question-answer-question sequence 
should be avoided. 
2. Keeping dialogues short enough that students can remember them easily, but 
long enough to provide context. For dialogues used for speaking practice, two 
or three exchanges are sufficient. 
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3. Depiction of situations in dialogue that are relevant and useful for the student. 
This may include setting the dialogue in a place that students know, that is, using 
familiar place names. 
4. Maintaining the real situation in the dialogue. Students should not be 
expected to say anything that they would not say in the “real world.” Characters 
should be created that are “realistic in the sense that they have a certain 
personality and are somehow related to the student’s experience” [4:9-11]. 
5. Determining what issues will be discussed, providing students with cultural 
information, grammatical questions, and vocabulary. 
6. Try the dialogue with a colleague before using it with students. 
Here are a few different ways to present dialogue: 

⎯ Students look at a picture that provides context for the dialogue. Ask 
students what they think people are saying. 

⎯ Students listen to the dialogue and report what they hear. 

⎯ Students receive the text of the dialogue. Have them listen to the dialogue 
again, this time reading it in print. 

⎯ Students repeat the dialogue in unison. You can split the class into two 
halves for further practice. 
The formation of effective communication skills occurs more thoroughly when 
all the structural elements of speech strategies are used in the dialogue: tactics, 
moves and language markers. If a strategy is implemented through one or more 
tactics, then the tactic “takes its form through a technique.” 
All basic strategies for dialogue come down to the problem of neutralizing the 
barrier, fear. This may be due to the traditions of the Soviet school, which still 
remain in the arsenal of some educational institutions. Students are brought up 
to respect the teacher, which practically means that they are not accustomed to 
asking questions or doubting the words of the teacher, speaking out loud in class 
until they are asked, and expressing their own opinion if it does not coincide 
with the opinion of the teacher. For effective learning, it is necessary to provide 
a level of comfort that would encourage students to start talking and speak more 
freely [5:110]. 
Using pair work. Pair work helps calm students down. Inactive students are 
usually not the center of attention. Guide them so that they can speak in a 
controlled manner. 
For example: You might give students a short, simple sentence and then ask 
them to read it back. Have students write down what they are going to say 
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before they say it. This removes the element of risk that requires a spontaneous 
response. Once these basic skills are acquired, you can start asking them simple 
questions about what they have read. Psychologically, they are more inclined to 
answer questions than to ask questions themselves. 
Act and read aloud. Acting out scripted dialogues encourages calm students. 
You must work with students as a drama teacher or acting coach. Explain 
pronunciation, intonation, accent and emotions before you begin. If you can 
manage the process effectively, you will get student cooperation and the 
outcome will sound good. This means your students will experience great 
satisfaction and increased confidence. 
Role-playing game. Quiet students tend to speak more freely when they are 
playing a role. They shouldn't play themselves. They must be able to transform 
themselves, gain a new identity and behave out of character. Role-playing allows 
students to interact with other individuals and therefore reduce personal risk. 
Use audio recordings. If possible, ask your students to write down what they 
would like to say at home. This gives them privacy in which they can record and 
re-record with fear until they are happy with the result. It is a positive, 
interactive process that increases self-esteem and motivation [6:19-20]. 
Another important strategic technique when teaching dialogical speech is the 
technique of “holding a pause” or “hesitation remarks.” Pauses that inevitably 
occur at places where remarks are interrupted. In general, they form the general 
format of the dialogue in the natural language environment. Imitation of such 
strategies, correctly chosen goals and settings can significantly level out the 
differences between educational and authentic dialogues, and therefore 
become another step-in students’ achievement of linguistic competence. 
There are also methods for activating speech skills not only in the classroom, but 
also outside of it: 
1. Reading books in a foreign language: Reading books, newspapers, 
magazines in a foreign language can help improve your vocabulary and 
understanding of grammar. 
2. Watching films and TV series in a foreign language: It helps improve 
auditory perception and understanding of language in real-life situations. 
3. Communication with native speakers: If possible, communicating with 
native speakers may be one of the most effective ways to activate speech skills. 
4. Using mobile apps to learn languages: There are many apps that offer 
exercises to practice your speaking skill. 
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5. Participation in language clubs and groups: Participation in such groups 
allows you to practice the language in an informal setting. 
6. Preparing and conducting presentations in a foreign language: It not only 
helps improve your speaking skills but also develops your public speaking skills. 
7. Writing in a foreign language: Writing essays, letters or diary entries in a 
foreign language helps improve grammar and vocabulary [7:4-5]. 
 
Conclusion 
We found that active use of speaking skills in the educational process helps to 
improve students' overall language proficiency. Methods such as role plays, 
discussions, use of authentic materials and group work have been found to be 
effective in enhancing speaking skills. 
However, activating speaking skills should not be limited to just the classroom. 
Students can and should use a variety of methods to practice speaking outside 
of class, including reading books, watching movies, interacting with native 
speakers, and using mobile language learning apps. 
In conclusion, it can be emphasized that activating speaking skills is a process 
that requires regular practice and constant improvement. 
The need to use communication strategies, as a rule, serves as the reason for 
planning any activity and developing specific solutions. Particularly important is 
the desire to perform the planned action as efficiently as possible. To master 
communication strategies, you need to train in special exercises. The use of 
communicative strategies in verbal communication determines the success of 
communication. To master communicative strategies for conducting dialogue, 
you need to train in special exercises. The use of communicative strategies in 
verbal communication determines the success of communication. 
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